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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA PLANS
ENERGY CONSERVATION MEASURES

MISSOULA-Members of the University of Montana Energy Crisis Committee are considering several
proposals, including new working hours, to reduce energy usage on campus, George L.
Mitchel I, UM administrative vice president, has announced.
Mitchel I said the committee has discussed the possibility of changing the present
working hours--8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.--to 8:30 to noon and 12:30 to 5 p.m.

Shortening

the workday by reducing the lunch hour to one-half hour would reduce the requirements for
heat and light, Mitchel I said.
Efforts to conserve electricity and natural gas at the University began several
months ago, and the UM administration is hopeful that such efforts wi I I result in
substantial savings, Mitchel I said.
"There are such variables as temperatures, frequency of meetings, concerts and
speeches, as wei I as office and overal I bui I ding use to consider when discussing energy
consumption," Mitchel I said.

"We are encouraged, however, by the positive attitudes of

the students, faculty and staff members who are turning off I ights and turning down heat
as conservation measures."
Besides new working hours, other energy-saving proposals being considered by the UM
Energy Study Committee include recycling of University waste paper, acquisition of smal I
gasoline-engine and electrically-driven vehicles and the centralization of copying
machine services.
-MORE-
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The committee recently recommended the campus-wide implementation of the following
energy-saving measures in addition to those already implemented:
--No new purchases of window-mounted air conditioners.
--Reasonable reduction of the total number of more than 100 coffeepots in use on
campus.
--Replacing vending machines when replacements are required with vending machines
which use less electricity for operation.
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